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WE ASKED OUR TRAVELLERS FOR THEIR MOST MEMORABLE RECENT STAY

CONTRIBUTORS

FRANCESCA AMFITHEATROF The Pontine Islands� p��
“I adore the Arizona Inn in Tucson� a salmon-pink hotel in the desert� 

where the stars of Hollywood westerns have felt at home since the 
����s� I love the ice cream trolley by the pool in the summer� but also 
sitting by the roaring fireplace in the colder months�” Francesca is the 

artistic director of watches and jewellery at Louis Vuitton 

SEVIL DELIN Çe�me Peninsula� p���
“Six Senses Kaplankaya on Turkey’s southwest coast is a holistic 

spa�and beach property that keeps my whole family happier than 
 anywhere�I can think of� The highlight of our last stay was an 

 under water exhibition� and the video they made of the kids diving 
down to look at�the sculptures�” Writer Sevil is based in Istanbul

LALA OLSSON Cannes cover shoot
“I fell in love with the Lapa Rios Lodge on Costa Rica’s Osa Peninsula� 

My first shower was accompanied by a baby monkey chilling in the 
foreground� I’d spend the day trekking and jumping in waterfalls� and 
savouring colourful� wholesome meals� It all felt very raw and true�” 
Swedish Brazilian model Lala has shot for Karl Lagerfeld and Loro Piana 

MICHAEL PALIN In Conversation� p���
“We had just crossed the border from Sudan into Ethiopia� and we 

were put in these pens� It was a farm� really� but the animal sheds were 
now rooms for people� I realised it was a hotel because there 

were�other guests and one shower in the middle of the courtyard� 
It�was extremely weird�” Michael’s latest travel series covers Nigeria

LARA BOHINC Ljubljana� p��
“Umaid Bhawan Palace in Jodhpur� India� is the coolest hotel I’ve ever 

stayed in� I went there in search of a palace for my friend’s wedding� 
It�was built in the ����s for the maharaja� with a mix of art deco and 

Indian influences� The sheer scale� grandeur and elegance completely 
overwhelmed me�” Lara is a Slovenian furniture and object designer

TOM PARKER BOWLES British food� p��
“Although I’ve yet to stay the night� I’ve had a few fun evenings at 

Broadwick Soho in London� Not only does it look beautiful� and�they 
mix a mean martini� but it has a proper Soho soul� It’s sexy rather 

than�corporate� and naughty but never sleazy�” Tom was a judge on 
Condé�Nast Traveller’s recent UK’s Top New Restaurant Awards 
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THE FIRST TIME I WENT TO ALAÇATI, on western Turkey’s Çes ̧me Peninsula, 

was 20 years ago. My boyfriend – now husband – and I were learning 

to windsurf. Back then it was all you could do there, and a Miss Universe 

�����CONTESTANT�n�A�CHAMPION�4URKISH�WINDSURFER�CALLED��AG� LA�+UBAT�n�

had brought the sport and the town into the national imagination. The 

BAY�SOUTH�OF�!LA�AT��IS�RENOWNED�AS�ONE�OF�THE�BEST�PLACES�IN�THE�WORLD�

to learn. It’s shallow, which means newbies can easily jump back on 

their boards, and blows a steady, not-too-strong wind, always in the 

same direction. In those days most people camped on the beach, though 

A�HANDFUL�VENTURED�TO�SLEEPY�!LA�AT��TOWN����MINUTES�UP�THE�ROAD��

There wasn’t a lot to see. Just a café on the main square and lots of 

run-down or ruined stone houses peppered with For Sale signs – the 

sad remains of a once-thriving Greek town. 

7INDSURlNG�TURNED�OUT�TO�BE�A�LOT�HARDER�AND�LESS�GLAMOROUS�

THAN�+UBAT�MADE�IT�LOOK��(AVING�PAINFULLY�LEARNT�THE�FUNDAMEN�

tals from a teenage instructor who screamed at me in exasper ation 

from the shore every time I fell off, I headed home to Istanbul with a 

slightly dented ego. And tempted as I might have been by the dilapi-

DATED�CHARMS�OF�!LA�AT��TOWN��)�WAS�RELUCTANT�TO�INVEST�MY�MINUSCULE�

funds in a place that had so little to offer. I’ve often kicked myself 

about that since. 

!�DECADE�LATER��)�RETURNED��"Y�THIS�STAGE��!LA�AT��HAD�BEEN�DISCOVERED�

by the Turks. The windsurfers’ bay was no longer the focal point. Bona 

lDE�BOUTIQUE�HOTELS�AND�EXCELLENT�RESTAURANTS�WERE�CREEPING�IN��4HERE�

were far fewer For Sale signs and much higher house prices. We had 

OUR�TODDLER�SON�WITH�US��AND�IT�WAS�OUR�lRST�PROPER�FAMILY�HOLIDAY��

)NSTEAD�OF�SURlNG��WE�WANDERED�THE�STREETS��WHERE�EVERY�OTHER�HOUSE�

seemed to have the builders in. We stayed in a brand-new hotel, 

Alavya – named because its founder, Rana Erkan Tabanca, is half-

English, half-Turkish, and it’s how her son used to pronounce “I love 

you”. It had 25 rooms, a small restaurant and a spa. I spotted a copy of 

Condé Nast Traveller�IN�THE�LOBBY�WITH�AN�ARTICLE�IN�IT�ABOUT�!LA�AT���

and felt a pique at having been scooped. 

A decade later again, I returned to ring the changes, and was thrilled 

TO�lND�!LA�AT��A�DESTINATION�IN�ITS�OWN�RIGHT��DISCOVERED�BY�FOREIGNERS�

as well as Turks. The town was transformed. Ten years ago, Alavya stood 

out for offering rare creature comforts. Now, it faces competition from 

A�LEGION�OF�NATURE�INSPIRED�OR�ANTIQUE�lLLED�BOUTIQUE�HOTELS��A�REIMAG-

ined warehouse and a beach club with the essence of an Ibizan summer. 

I did have to squint a bit to see the quaint town of 20 years ago, but 

beneath the palimpsest of little stores and third-wave cafés, it retains 

ITS�CAREFULLY�PRESERVED�CHARMS��4HE�NEIGHBOURHOOD�OF�(AC�MEMI�S�STILL�

evokes the town of a decade prior. And the Pazaryeri Mosque, built in 

�����AS�A�'REEK�/RTHODOX�CHURCH��IS�POSSIBLY�ONE�OF�THE�ONLY�RELIGIOUS�

structures in the world to host both Muslim prayers and Christian 

MASSES��!LA�AT��S�(ELLENIC�BEAUTY�IS�STILL�THERE�

From left� chef Osman Sezener in his 
restaurant garden� almond and goat’s 

cheese velouté at Teruar Urla� Urla 
old town� Opposite� street life in 

Urla��Previous pages� from left� pool 
at�Alavya hotel� Demircili beach

T H E R E ’ S  A  L E G I O N  O F  N A T U R E - I N S P I R E D  B O U T I Q U E  H O T E L S ,  A  R E I M A G I N E D  
W A R E H O U S E  A N D  A  B E A C H  C L U B  W I T H  T H E  E S S E N C E  O F  A N  I B I Z A N  S U M M E R
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Clockwise from this picture� bar at Od Urla� 
restaurant there� Urla �arapcılık vineyard� Uzba� 

Arboretum� Urla street� Teruar Urla’s cheese 
cloud dish� Murat Öktem and his wife Natalia at 

Before Sunset beach club� table setting� Od Urla� 
garden and bedroom at Teruar Urla 
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Even better, it has become the epicentre of a new Turkish food scene. 

In 2013, celebrated chef Kemal Demirasal opened upmarket Alancha. 

4HE�IDEA�OF�lNE�DINING�IN�HUMBLE�!LA�AT��SEEMED�DARING�AND�PARA-

DOXICAL�AT�THE�TIME��BUT�IT�PROVED�TO�BE�A�STROKE�OF�GENIUS��AS�THE�STELLAR�

standard of the local seafood and produce, coupled with Demirasal’s 

CREATIVITY��SWIFTLY�TURNED�!LA�AT��INTO�AN�UNEXPECTED�HOT�SPOT��3OON�

after, the unthinkable happened: whereas in the past, Istanbul culinary 

INSTITUTIONS�WOULD�OPEN�TEMPORARY�SUMMER�VENUES�ON�THE�!EGEAN�TO�

PLEASE�THEIR�SEASONAL�REGULARS��!LANCHA�DID�A�SWITCHEROO�AND�OPENED�A�

branch in Istanbul. Alancha is sadly no more, but Demirasal’s success 

ultimately led him to London, where he opened The Counter restaurant. 

)NSPIRED�BY�!LANCHA��OTHER�ENTREPRENEURIAL�CHEFS�IN�!LA�AT��HAVE�

�FOLLOWED�SUIT��DOZENS�OF�GORGEOUS�OLD�'REEK�HOUSES�NOW�HOST�RESTAU-

RANTS�SERVING�!EGEAN�FARE�WITH�mAIR��

On this latest trip, my days tended to start with breakfast at the 

lovely Bom Dia, run by I�PEK�AND�9ASEMIN�9�LMAZ��TWO�COOL�SISTERS�FROM�

)STANBUL�WHO�DON�T�MIND�SHAKING�UP�"LOODY�-ARYS�AND�"ELLINIS�WITH�

THEIR�FABULOUS�ALL�DAY�BREAKFASTS��)�D�DRIFT�TO�LUNCH�AT�RUSTIC�!SMA�9APRAG� ���

SERVING�!EGEAN�HOME�COOKING�IN�A�HUGE�GARDEN��OFTEN�FOLLOWED�BY�

Da Franco for chocolate ice cream. I’d eat dinner at relaxed and 

�ROMANTIC�%mATUN��ON�A�SIDE�STREET�IN�TOWN��OR�MEET�UP�WITH�FRIENDS�TO�

feast on shared platters of meze at Ortaya. One of them jokes that the 

SALAD�GREENS�ARE�SO�FRESH�IN�!LA�AT��THE�CRUNCH�OF�THE�LETTUCE�BOTHERS�

GUESTS�AT�THE�NEXT�TABLE�

!LA�AT��ISN�T�THE�ONLY�DESTINATION�WORTH�EXPLORING��THOUGH��4HIRTY�

MINUTES�DOWN�THE�ROAD�TO�)ZMIR��THE�TOWN�OF�5RLA�IS�HAVING�ITS�MOMENT�

IN�THE�SUN��4EN�YEARS�AGO��5RLA�WAS�A�PLACE�YOU�PASSED�THROUGH��)TS�

NAME�DERIVES�FROM�THE�'REEK�VOURLA��MEANING�MARSHLANDS��SO�NOT�THE�

MOST�INVITING�APPELLATION��%VEN�FURTHER�INLAND�THAN�!LA�AT���IT�WAS�NOT�

an obvious summer destination, and had the dubious honour of 

BEING�BEST�KNOWN�FOR�ITS�ANNUAL�ARTICHOKE�FESTIVAL��"UT�IT�DID�HAVE�

SOMETHING�ALL�THOSE�RESTAURANTS�IN�!LA�AT��REQUIRED��VINEYARDS�AND�OLIVE�

GROVES��!LA�AT��S�WHITE�TABLECLOTH�VENUES�NEEDED�TO�KEEP�THEIR�GLASSES�

FULL��AND�5RLA�WAS�HAPPY�TO�OBLIGE��!�CENTRE�OF�WINE�PRODUCTION�FOR�

MILLENNIA��IT�HAS�ONE�OF�4URKEY�S�BEST�TERROIRS��-ANY�VINEYARDS�HAD�BEEN�

CONVERTED�TO�GROWING�GRAPES�FOR�EATING�RATHER�THAN�FOR�DRINKING��"UT�

JUST�AS�THE�PAST����YEARS�HAVE�MARKED�A�RENAISSANCE�FOR�!LA�AT���SO�TOO�

HAVE�4URKISH�WINES�BEEN�BORN�AGAIN�

5RLA�IS�VAST�n�MORE�THAN�����VERDANT�SQUARE�MILES��ABOUT�NINE�TIMES�

THE�SIZE�OF�!LA�AT��n�AND�REQUIRES�A�CAR�FOR�PROPER�EXPLORATION��)�STARTED�

with the ebullient Can Ortabaş, known as “the father of Urla”, who 

whisked me on a tour of his Eden-like Uzbaş Arboretum, established 

IN�������4HIS�GLOBAL�PURVEYOR�OF�PALMS�AND�PLANTS�IS�POPULATED�BY�

RESCUED�BLOND�STREET�DOGS��WHO�CLEARLY�ADORE�THEIR�OWNER��/ENOPHILE�

/RTABA�S�DUG�HIS�ROOTS�DEEPER�INTO�5RLA�IN�THE�EARLY�����S��FOUNDING�

THE�TRAIL�BLAZING�5RLA��3ARAPC�L�K�VINEYARD��/THERS�FOLLOWED��AND�IN������

THEY�JOINED�FORCES�TO�CREATE�A�TRAIL��THE�5RLA�"AG��9OLU��A�WINE�ROUTE�º�LA�

.APA�6ALLEY��"ORDEAUX�OR�4USCANY��RAISING�AWARENESS�OF�5RLA�AS�A�

From left� local in Urla� 
shaded seating at Before 
Sunset beach club� figs at 

Gaia Alaçatı hotel� Opposite� 
by�the water at Before Sunset

A T  D I N N E R  O N E  O F  M Y  F R I E N D S  J O K E S  T H A T  T H E  S A L A D S  A R E  S O  F R E S H  I N  
A L A Ç A T I  T H E  C R U N C H  O F  T H E  L E T T U C E  B O T H E R S  G U E S T S  A T  T H E  N E X T  T A B L E
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Clockwise from this picture� fishermen 
having tea at Urla port� grilled asparagus with 
butter sauce at Od Urla� Uzba� Arboretum� 
architect Funda Arkas at her o�ce� boutique 

at The Stay Warehouse� Alaçatı

TR0524-CESME_1246997.indd   156TR0524-CESME_1246997.indd   156 21/03/2024   14:3821/03/2024   14:38



Turkish wine region on par with Thrace and Cappadocia. It takes in 

NINE�SCATTERED�MEMBERS��WHO�FAVOUR�LOCAL�GRAPES�INCLUDING�"OG��AZKERE��
a strong tannin-y red, and aromatic whites Bornova Misketi and 

Sultaniye. Bursting with paternal pride, Ortabaş is delighted to have 

REVIVED�WHAT�WAS�CONSIDERED�A�LOST�LOCAL�VARIETY��THE�5RLA�+ARAS���0ARTS�
of the route can be covered by bicycle or on foot, with wineries doubling 

up as horse ranches, hotels, restaurants and guesthouses. 

Two years after the wine route was inaugurated, Urla’s star 

quality was sealed with the 2018 opening of farm-to-table restaurant 

/D�5RLA��BY�CHEF�/SMAN�3EZENER��/D�COULD�ONLY�EXIST�IN�5RLA��)N�THE�
RESTAURANT�S�GARDEN��WHERE�3EZENER�GROWS�HIS�FRUIT�AND�VEGETABLES��THERE�
are more than 300 plants, including aromatic herbs, spices and olive 

trees. A reservation here has become a badge of culinary honour, 

AND�PEOPLE�mY�IN�JUST�FOR�DINNER��/NCE�A�SIGNPOST�ON�THE�ROAD�FROM�
)ZMIR�TO�THE�SEASIDE�RESORT�OF��ES�ME��5RLA�FINALLY�MADE�IT�ONTO�
the Michelin map in 2023. Od Urla and nearby Vino Locale and Teruar 

Urla all got Michelin stars, with Od and Vino Locale also receiving 

green stars for their sustainability credentials.

4ERUAR�5RLA��NEXT�DOOR�TO�5RLA�3��ARAPC�L��K�VINEYARD��IS�ALSO�A�"�"��
)TS�FOUNDING�CHEF��/SMAN�3ERDAROG�� LU��IS�A�RELATIVE�OF�#AN�/RTABAS��
(a common occurrence on the peninsula). Bespectacled and Italian-

TRAINED��3ERDAROG�� LU�RUNS�THE�RESTAURANT�IN�SYMBIOTIC�SYMMETRY�WITH�HIS�
CHIC�WIFE��%ZGI��WHO�S�IN�CHARGE�OF�THE�HOTEL��)N�CONTRAST�TO�THE�lERY�mAIR�
at Od Urla, their aesthetic leans towards spare plating in an elegantly 

minimalist and calm pale room. Hiç Urla, a Michelin-green-star-winning 

RESTAURANT�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�TOWN��WAS�FOUNDED�BY�THE�MAJESTIC�MATRIARCH�
$UYGU�¯ZERSON�%LAKDAR��A�POWERHOUSE�WHO�ADVOCATES�FOR�NATURE��
running a little empire of sustainable olive groves, a ceramics studio 

and culinary academy. 

)�SAW�THE�SPIRIT�OF�!LA�AT��S�PAST�IN�5RLA�n�BEFORE�THE�ARRIVAL�OF�
 influencers in third-wave cafés. The coffeehouses here are still 

 traditional places where local men play okey, a Turkish tile-based game 

THAT�LOOKS�A�BIT�LIKE�MAHJONG��/N�4UESDAYS��THERE�IS�A�FRUIT�AND��VEGETABLE�
market in the main square, and a women’s market selling handmade 

CRAFTS�IS�THERE�ON�3ATURDAYS��4HE�STREETS�OF�THE�-ALGACA�0AZAR��SHOPPING�
district are lined with everything from hardware stores to knife sellers 

AND�BAKERS��5ZAY�5RLA�DA�0ROlTEROL��A�PROlTEROLE�SHOP�THAT�HAS�BEEN�
using the same recipe since 1944, is going strong. There’s a sprinkling 

of more recent arrivals, small boutiques run by émigrés from Turkey’s 

megacities. But foreign visitors are still an unusual enough sight to turn 

HEADS��AND�THE�WATERFRONT�FROM�WHICH�THE�lSHERMEN�HEAD�OUT�SHOWS�
LITTLE�SIGN�OF�GENTRIlCATION�
"UT�5RLA�IS�ON�THE�CUSP�OF�CHANGE��/RTABAS��IS�SET�TO�OPEN�A�2ELAIS���

#H¸TEAUX�HOTEL��+EY�(OTEL�5RLA��ADJACENT�TO�HIS�VINEYARD��3EZENER�IS�

In ����� I�ınsu Kestelli – president of the Izmir Commodity Exchange� 
and part of a new wave of Alaçatı entrepreneurs – converted her 
home�into the seven-room KestelInn (doubles from about ����� 

kestelinn�com)� It is filled with antiques and art from her private 
collection� and has a small restaurant� Mert Öktem’s triumvirate of 

minimalist� nature-inspired Gaia hotels are scattered about the town 
and beach� Gaia by the Sea (doubles from about ����� hotelsgaia�com) 
has its own beach and a ���-year-old olive tree� and every room has 
a�garden with a hot tub filled by natural thermal springs� Pioneering 

hotel Alavya (doubles from about ����� alavya�com) is now a treasured 
landmark� with �� rooms� a lush garden� large subterranean spa and 

a�great little shop packed with local brands� The Stay Warehouse 
(doubles from about ����� thestay�com�tr) has a scene – a famous 

Turkish actor was e�ortlessly lounging with her friends when I visited� 
Owner Muza�er Yıldırım will open Turkey’s first glamping site� 

Pastoral�by The Stay� next year� Before Sunset (doubles from about 

����� beforesunsetcesme�com) started out as �� chaises longues on 
a�beach� Now it’s a zen beach club with a café� boutiques and a 

restaurant� plus a ��-room organic-rustic hotel� Owner Murat Öktem 
is also the DJ� Family-run Asma Yapra�ı (asmayapragi�com�tr) – it 

translates as “vine leaf” – has a huge central table covered with enamel 
trays heaped with Aegean starters such as rice-stu�ed cabbage flowers 

and vine-leaf dolmas filled with tart cherries� Over in Urla� Od Urla 
(doubles from about ����� odurla�com) has a Michelin star and a green 

star for sustainability� Like his Ottoman sultan namesake� chef 
Osman�Sezener has established an empire and runs his operation with 
military precision� Od means “fire” in old Turkish� and the menu� which 

morphs monthly� is centred on a wood-fired oven in an olive grove 
setting� Michelin-starred Teruar Urla (doubles from about ����� 

teruarurla�com) serves pared-back Mediterranean plates�by 
Osman�Serdaro�lu� and has seven elegant neutral rooms� Michelin 
green star notable Hiç�Urla (hicurla�com) leans towards the earthy� 

hearty and unpretentious� and runs popular cookery workshops� 
Urla��arapcılık’s guesthouse� � Rooms (doubles from about ����� 

�roomshotel�com)� o�ers just that� overlooking the vineyard� with the 
tasting room downstairs� Key Hotel Urla (doubles from about ����� 

no�website yet)� � Rooms’ sister property� will open by the end of 
the�summer with �� villas� a spa and pool� 

Wher� �� 
�t�� �n� �a�

T H E  C O F F E E H O U S E S  I N  U R L A  A R E  S T I L L 
T R A D I T I O N A L  P L A C E S  W H E R E  L O C A L  M E N 
P L A Y  O K E Y,  A  T U R K I S H  T I L E - B A S E D  G A M E 

T H A T  L O O K S  A  B I T  L I K E  M A H J O N G

EXPANDING�/D�5RLA�S�"�"��$URING�THE�PANDEMIC��A�TRICKLE�OF�FOLK�FROM�
)STANBUL��!NKARA�AND�)ZMIR�BEGAN�TO�UP�STICKS�AND�MOVE�TO�THE�!EGEAN��
SNAPPING�UP�5RLA�S�HUMBLE�HOMES��)N�JUST�THREE�YEARS��THAT�TRICKLE�
has become a stream. The relatives of Lucien Arkas, one of Turkey’s 

 shipping magnates, are developing a gated community here. In 2020 

he opened Arkas Art Urla, showing his own eclectic collection, from 

Rodin sculptures to 16th- and 17th-century armoury. 

Urla remains, happily, a place of labyrinthine cobbled streets, quirky 

local shops and charming cellar doors. And its Michelin green stars, 

embrace of nature and plethora of electric-car-charging stations also 

GAVE�ME�HOPE�THAT�IT�WILL�ROOT�ITS�GROWTH�IN�SUSTAINABILITY��THAT�THE�NEXT�
generation will tread lightly. Here’s softly hoping. 
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