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Istanbul, the largest city in Tlrkiye, straddles the continents of Europe and Asia and has a rich

historical background and a unique culture. As the former capital of the Byzantine and Ottoman
empires, the city boasts magnificent architectural structures. Seen on the cover is the Ortakdy
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Mosque, an impressive structure designed in a Neo-Baroque style.
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Great Escapes / BODRUM

Bulgaria
’ Istanbul

Tiirkiye
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Korean Air operates direct flights to
p— Cj Istanbul 5 times a week. There are
frequent flights to Bodrum from Istanbul,
with flight time a little over 1 hour.

Paradise
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While Tiirkiye's best-known destinations are Istanbul, Cappadocia and Antalya, Bodrum is a peninsula of hidden
treasures where ancient traditions and ruins meet modern art, gourmet cuisine and culture.

written by > SEVIL DELIN
photography by > JULIEN AKSOY
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The Moonlight Bar is located in the bar street district of downtown
Bodrum with a passageway to the beach.




BODRUM
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The iconic windmills of Bodrum are
perched on a hilltop with a beautiful
view of the Aegean Sea.
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The magnificent tomb built for Carian
King Mausolus is believed to have
been designed by the Greek architects
Pythius and Satyros.
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Where Past Meets Present in Tiirkiye

Set on the coast of the Aegean in southwestern Tirkiye,
Bodrum has been a major metropolis for millennia. Once
known as Halicarnassus, it's home to one of the Seven
Wonders of the World, the gigantic tomb of the Carian
King Mausolus, who died in 353 B.C. In the 15t century,
the crusader Knights of St. John made Bodrum one of
their strongholds, building an imposing castle, and sourc-
ing much of its building blocks from the ruins of the mau-
soleum, which had been toppled by dramatic earthquakes
between the years 1100-1400.

Bodrum shrank in size and importance, but remained a
summer retreat for a few Turks in the know. But a good
secret is hard to keep, and its reputation and appeal swift-
ly grew, soon reaching a global audience. With the open-
ing of a new airport in 2012 and the arrival of many inter-
national hotel chains, Bodrum's infrastructure improved so

dramatically that an exodus has begun from Tirkiye's big
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Bodrum Castle stands on a promontory that offers spectacular views of the twin bays.

3 cities. Not satisfied with spending
their summers here, the new gen-
eration is opting to make it their
year-round home. Esra Akkaya, a
well-known actress who moved to
Bodrum four years ago, says, “The
biggest factor in my decision to
move from the big city was my de-
sire to raise my child surrounded

by nature. | thank my lucky stars

every day that | live here.”

Location, Location, Location

Bodrum has been described as
the Turkish Riviera, and there are
similarities — a long shore dotted
with small towns, each with their
own character, guaranteed sun
and a bevy of beaches, but it de-

fies comparison. Bodrum is not

only the name of the entire penin-
sula but also, rather confusingly,
that of its largest town.
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Limon Cafe offers one of the best sunset views overlooking

the Aegean Sea in the seaside village of Giimslik.




BODRUM
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Gemibagi restaurant uses home-
made olive oil and local organic
products to prepare Turkish cold
mezes or appetizers to share
with friends and family.
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Orfoz is a restaurant in Bodrum
offering a gourmet seafood menu
and an impressive wine list with
a view of the sea. Its menu is di-
rectly influenced by the catch of

the local fishing fleet.
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the sarcophagus and gold floral crown of Carian Princess

Ada. Past and present combine with Turkish pop stars
performing at its ancient classical outdoor theater, which
can seat around 13,000 people, and ballet performances
that use the Castle as a majestic backdrop.

For a very different vibe, head to the bohemian enclave of
Gumdslik, which once stood as a walled town known as
Myndos, about a 30-minute drive away. Until a few years
ago, this was a quiet fishing village with a small island en-
closed by a bay, but it has become well-known for its
amazing sunsets and the laid-back seafood restaurants
that line its shores, including Arriba and Mimoza, as well
as Limon Cafe, in the hills above. Further north on the
peninsula lies Yalikavak, which in recent years has be-
come the luxury hub of the region. Its marina features a
number of high-end shops and branches of famous eater-

ies such as Novikov and Zuma.
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View of the bay dotted with yachts from Rabbit Island,
which can be reached by walking across the causeway.
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Feast of Flavors

Bodrum is blessed with a climate and soil that nurtures
amazing produce, and its waters teem with fish such as
the huge akya (leerfish). The local produce is displayed in
precarious piles at the many outdoor food markets held
on different days in different towns. All this results in deli-
cious seasonal fare, where ingredients are king.

Aegean cuisine is famed for its meze, or small plates of
communal dishes that are often served before a main
course of balik (fish), accompanied by Tiirkiye's famous
ouzo-like aniseed-flavored tipple, raki. Head to Bodrum'un
Mezecisi, a restaurant in the town of Bitez, to sample a se-
lection of their gourmet dishes made with Northern Aege-
an olive oil. On a hot day, head across the street to Bitez
Dondurma to indulge in delicious ice cream and sorbets
made from fresh local ingredients.

Inspired by the riches of Bodrum's colorful orchards and

farms, chef-driven dining has taken off. For the finest ex-
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Traditional carpets in Etrim are made from
yarns dyed using flowers, roots and spices.
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Ummiiham Bagol runs Etrim Hali Carpets,
with family roots in the area dating back
hundreds of years.
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amples of this locally sourced and very creative fare, head

to the hills to try Derekdy Lokantasi, which offers sustain-
able fine-dining, or to Orfoz where nothing is on the menu
but everything is on the table — everyone is served the
same remarkable tasting menu featuring seafood cre-
ations with such ingredients as clams and snails.

The local produce also results in amazing beverages, both
with and without alcohol. The regional variety of tanger-
ines, known as mandalina, feature in the peninsula’s favor-
ite cocktail: the Satsuma Vodka. Grapes naturally grow
here, and Tirkiye has an ancient tradition of winemaking
that dates back millennia. Today, Karnas Vineyards pro-
duces excellent, sustainable local Syrahs and Zinfandels,

as well as olive oil and cheeses.

Etrim Village: Reviving Traditional Crafts

About a half-hour drive from Bodrum town, the Anatolian

mountain village of Etrim is like a living museum. Head out
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The women of Etrim have been weaving
carpets for generations using time-
tested techniques.

Each rug is a window into the weaver's
story and the local culture of the region
in which it was made.

early and enjoy an incomparable traditional breakfast at
the family-run Etrim Doga restaurant. After experiencing
authentic Turkish cuisine and culture there, move on to the
restaurant’s sister enterprise, Etrim Hall. It has been main-
taining another quintessentially Turkish tradition: the dying
craft of weaving Turkish carpets and flat-weave kilims.
Since 1980, the Basol family has been committed to pre-
serving this craft for future generations. They source the
carpets directly from locals who weave them on looms in
the courtyards of their homes. At the store, choose from
piles of new or antique carpets featuring classic geometric
patterns, many with symbols holding hidden meanings.
The wool or silk carpets are often made from hand spun
threads that are colored using natural dyes.

It seems nothing is impossible in Bodrum, except perhaps
boredom. From beaches to mountains, nightclubs to li-
braries, and ancient ruins to modern galleries, Bodrum

awaits to reveal its myriad charms.
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https://www.etrimhali.com.tr/
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While there are shared minibuses called
dolmus, it can be crowded. Rent a car
from the airport for a more comfortable

way to explore the peninsula.

et HFA|H0]| QICE 71F0[21H A 7HE 0],
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The Bodrum Peninsula has a wide range
of accommodation options, from all-in-
clusive resorts and luxury five-star ho-

tels to Airbnb rentals and pensions.

15247k §|=7|0fl2] 30004

=
THst2 i Qo AHEH UEE 4 UCk

F

Skip the line and save with a Museum
Pass Tiirkiye. It's Turk Lirasi 2,500
(around $108), valid for 15 days at over

300 museums and archaeological sites.
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Sevil's Recommendations

° Asklepion

Head to Kos, a Greek island only 20 minutes
away by fast ferry and home to the Asklepion,

the birthplace of modern medicine.

Q Blue Cruise

Enjoy a so-called Blue Cruise to sample Tiir-
kiye's turquoise waters. Explore the shores by

boat, yacht or gulet — a traditional vessel.

e Bodrum Maritime Museum
With the history of Bodrum'’s sailing and
sponge diving laid out on the ground floor,

this museum is a great place for families.

e Anna Laudel Bodrum
Opened in May 2022, this gallery founded by
Anna Laudel hosts solo and group exhibitions

by artists from Tuirkiye and beyond.
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https://bodrumdenizmuzesi.org/en/home/
https://annalaudel.gallery/bodrum/
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